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West Thurrock Academy

Newsletter No 10 - 21st November 2025

The next school holiday is -

Thursday 18th December 25 - Tuesday 6th January 26

Dates for your Diary -

November

Upcoming holidays -

Thursday 18th December 2025 - Tuesday 6th January 2026

INSET Day - Friday 13th February 2026

Monday 16th February 2026 - Friday 20th February 2026

Monday 30th March 2026 - Friday 10th April 2026

Bank Holiday - Monday 4th May 2026

Monday 25th May 2026 - Friday 29th May 2026

INSET Day - Monday 1st June 2026

INSET Day - Tuesday 2nd June 2026

Last day of school -

Friday 17th July 2026 (2pm Finish)

December

Week beginning 24th — Assessment Week

25th — Nursery to perform to an audience

1st - Christmas Lego Creative Workshops (2,4,6)

1st — Festive Favourites Day

2nd - Christmas Lego Creative Workshops (1,3,5)
3rd — Panto Day (N-2 — In School / 3-6 — Theatre)
4th — Bedtime Stories

8th — Year 4 Christmas Performance

8th — Nursery — Gingerbread Man

8th — Year 6 — Sing to Public

9th — Year 4 Christmas Performance

This week’s attendance levels -

Lynx - 92%
Leopard - 97.7%
Cougar - 96.9%

Liger - 94.3%

Bobcat - 95.3%

Marozi - 98.3% - Key Stage 1 Winners

Puma - 96%

Tigon - 97.1%

Ocelot - 96.7%

Jaguar - 95.7%

Panther - 95.3%

Lion - 98.1% - Key Stage 2 Winners

LUNCH MENU — WEEK BEGINNING 24TH NOVEMBER 2025

Monday

Cheese and Tomato Margherita Pizza
served with Pasta Salad

The Ultimate Roasted Vegetable and
Cheese Pizza served with Pasta Salad

Jacket Potato with a Choice of Filling
- Cheese, Baked Beans or Tuna

Mayonnaise

Freshly Cut Fruit
Organic Fruit Yoghurt

Chocolate Cookie

Tuesday

Creamy Chicken Curry served with
Basmati Rice & Green Beans

Red Kidney Bean & Pineapple Curry
served with Basmati Rice & Green
Beans

Jacket Potato with a Choice of Filling
- Cheese, Baked Beans or Tuna
Mayonnaise

Freshly Cut Fruit

Organic Fruit Yoghurt

Wednesday

Roast Children & Yorkshire Pudding
served with Roast Potatoes, Sliced
Carrots, Broccoli & Gravy

Autumn Squash & Butter Bean Stew
served with Yorkshire Pudding, Roast

Potatoes, Sliced Carrots & Broccoli

Jacket Potato with a Choice of Filling
- Cheese, Baked Beans or Tuna
Mayonnaise

Freshly Cut Fruit

Organic Fruit Yoghurt

Thursday

Italian Beef Bolognaise served with
Wholemeal Penne Pasta & Sweetcorn

Chickpea & Tomato Bolognaise
served with Wholemeal Penne Pasta
& Sweetcorn

Jacket Potato with a Choice of Filling
- Cheese, Baked Beans or Tuna
Mayonnaise

Freshly Cut Fruit

Organic Fruit Yoghurt

Friday

MSC Battered Cod served with Oven
Chips, Baked Beans or Garden Peas

Cheese & Potato Whirl served with
Oven Chips, Baked Beans or Garden
Peas

Jacket Potato with a Choice of Filling
- Cheese, Baked Beans or Tuna
Mayonnaise

Freshly Cut Fruit
Organic Fruit Yoghurt

Apple & Raisin Muffin




Choose Kindness Day

Today, we held a ‘Choose Kindness Day’ to mark the end of Anti-Bullying and Discrimination awareness. Over the
course of this half term, the children have been learning about discrimination and the importance of kindness as
part of their PSHE lessons. As part of the event, we asked for voluntary donations, which will go towards new
lunchtime play equipment for the children to enjoy. | am delighted to inform families that your generosity and
support enabled the school to raise £319.57 from today’s event. Last week, | committed to doubling anything that
we were able to raise which will result in the school’s Pupil Leadership Team being given a total of £639.14 to
spend on improved opportunities for the children at lunchtime.

| would like to take this moment to thank everyone who was able to donate. | am truly grateful for your kindness
and generosity.

Panto Trip

On Wednesday 3rd December 2025, the children in Year 3 to Year 6 will be attending a morning performance of
‘Jack and the Beanstalk’ at Queen’s Theatre, Billet Lane, Hornchurch. We are asking for a contribution of £18.50
from each child towards the cost of the theatre tickets and transport. As the school has already subsidised this
trip, without these contributions the trip may not be able to go ahead. Thank you to those who have paid already.
If you have yet to pay for the trip, you can do so by using the Arbor App. Parents will also be required to provide
consent for their child to attend the trip—this can also be given via the Arbor App.

Applying for a Primary School place for September 2026

If your child was born between 1st September 2021 and 31st August 2022, you must apply for a primary school
place for September 2026. The application period is now open and will run until 15th January 2026. If you
require any support with the application process, please do not hesitate to call Mrs Pitcher who will be happy to
offer any advice needed. Further information about the application process can be found below:

https://www.thurrock.gov.uk/primary-school-admissions/applying-for-primary-school-place

Singing in the community

The children in Years 3, 5 and 6 have all been invited to sing in front of an audience in the run up to Christmas. A
letter was sent out this week asking parents to provide consent for each of the individual events. To ensure we are
able to organise the event as effectively as possible, please return the form as soon as possible.

Term dates

| am pleased to publish the 2026/2027 term dates. These will be sent out via email after the newsletter. A copy
can also be found on the next page of this newsletter.

Parent Consultations

On Wednesday 10th and Thursday 11th December, the school will be hosting our first parent consultation
appointments of the year. The consultation meetings are designed to offer you an opportunity to discuss the
academic and social progress that has been made since the beginning of the year by your child (ren) with his/her
class teacher. Each meeting will last for ten minutes. A letter with further information will be sent out soon.



https://www.thurrock.gov.uk/primary-school-admissions/applying-for-primary-school-place

Term and Holiday Dates - Academic Year 2026 — 2027
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I:I = Schoaldays

= Weekends

I:I = School holidays
. = Mon-pupils day

- = Bank holidays
. = Mursery Closed

Im addition, schools allocate five non-pupil days out of the school days indicated,

or the eguivalent in disaggregated twilight sessions. These sessions are highlighted in green.

Autumn Term:

Spring Term:

Summer Term:

Thursday 3™ September 2026 = Friday18* December 2026

Half Term Thursday 22" October 2026 = Friday 30" October 2026

Thursday 7" January 2027 = Thursday 25" March 2027

Half Term Monday 15" February 2027 = Friday 19" February 2027

Monday 12" April 2027 = Wednesday 21% July 2027

Half Term Wednesday 26™ May 2027 = Friday 4™ July 2027




