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West Thurrock Academy
Newsletter No 8 - 7th November 2025

The next school holiday is -

Thursday 18th December 25 - Tuesday 6th January 26

Upcoming holidays -

Thursday 18th December 2025 - Tuesday 6th January 2026
INSET Day - Friday 13th February 2026

Monday 16th February 2026 - Friday 20th February 2026
Monday 30th March 2026 - Friday 10th April 2026

Bank Holiday - Monday 4th May 2026

Monday 25th May 2026 - Friday 29th May 2026

INSET Day - Monday 1st June 2026

INSET Day - Tuesday 2nd June 2026

Dates for your Diary -

November

10th - Odd Socks Day (Year 1 to Lead)

10th - Friendship Builders (R,1)

11th — Remembrance Assembly (Class Wreaths)
12th — Power for Good (2,3)

13th — Year 6 Trip to Immersive Gaming

14th - Childre in Need (Year 2 to Lead)

14th — Being Different, Belonging together (6)
17th — Year 5 Sharing Assembly

18th — United Against Bullying (4,5)

19th — Year 1 — Make a Sweet Treat

Last day of school -

Friday 17th July

2026 (2pm Finish)

Week beginning 24th — Assessment Week

25th — Nursery to perform to an audience

This week’s attendance levels -

Lynx - 95.3%
Leopard - 95.7%

Cougar - 95.2%

Bobcat - 93.3%
Marozi - 95.3%
Puma - 96%

Tigon - 97.9%

Ocelot - 98.3% - Key Stage 1 Winners

Jaguar - 97.5%

Panther - 97.7%

Lion - 98.1% - Key Stage 2 Winners

Liger - 97%
LUNCH MENU — WEEK BEGINNING 10TH NOVEMBER 2025
Oven Baked Macaroni Cheese Lentil & Tomato Pasta Bake served Jacket Potato with a Choice of Freshly Cut Fruit
Monday served with Homemade Garlic with Homemade Garlic Bread & Filling - Cheese, Baked Beans or Organic Fruit Yoghurt
Bread & Mixed Salad Mixed Salad Tuna Mayonnaise Lemon Shortbread
. ) ) Spinach & Chickpea Enchiladas Jacket Potato with a Choice of )
Chicken Enchiladas Served with ) ) ) - Freshly Cut Fruit
Tuesday X X Served with Mexican Rice & Filling - Cheese, Baked Beans or
Mexican Rice & Sweetcorn . Organic Fruit Yoghurt
Sweetcorn Tuna Mayonnaise
Homemade Pork Sausage Roll Homemade Vegan Sausage Roll Jacket Potato with a Choice of Freshly Cut Fruit
Wednesday | served with Herby Diced Potatoes | served with Herby Diced Potatoes Filling - Cheese, Baked Beans or Organic Fruit Yoghurt
& Baked Beans & Baked Beans Tuna Mayonnaise Fruit Jelly
Classic Beef Lasagne served with Cheese & Aubergine Lasagne Jacket Potato with a Choice of Freshly Cut Fruit
Thursday Roasted Carrots & Wholemeal served with Roasted Carrots & Filling - Cheese, Baked Beans or
Bread & Butter Fingers Wholemeal Bread & Butter Fingers Tuna Mayonnaise Organic Fruit Yoghurt
Freshly Cut Fruit
. . . Homemade Baked Vegetable & Jacket Potato with a Choice of
. MSC Fish Fingers served with Oven . . . Organic Fruit Yoghurt
Friday . Chickpea Samosa served with Oven Filling - Cheese, Baked Beans or
Chips & Garden Peas )
Chips & Garden Peas Tuna Mayonnaise Chocolate Sponge &
Chocolate Sauce




Poppy Appeal Sale

The children in Reception will continue to sell a range of items to raise money for The Royal British Legion on
Monday and Tuesday of next week. The children will be selling the following items: Snap bands - £2, Bracelets -
£1, Poppy reflector - 50p and Poppies for a donation. Next week, the children across the school will attend a
special Remembrance assembly. At the end of the assembly at least one representative from each class will lay
their class wreath to help us remember all of those who have given their lives to ensure our freedom and safety
over the years.

Odd Socks Day

On Monday (10th), we will be celebrating Odd Socks Day. Odd Socks Day is an annual event that celebrates
individuality and promotes kindness. This event is just one of a series of activities the children take part in
November to increase the awareness of our Anti-Bullying and Anti-Discrimination messages. The children in Year
1 have arranged this event and have asked me to remind everyone that to take part in this event, the children
simply have to come to school on Monday wearing odd socks - the brighter the better! There is no cost
associated to this event.

Children in Need

As you may already know, Friday 14th November 2025 is the date for this year’s BBC Children in Need Appeal.
This year, pupils in Year 2 have been given the responsibility of designing an exciting event to raise as much
money as possible for this charity. To do this, pupils have decided to organise a non-uniform and crazy hair/
headwear day. Children are invited to attend school in non-uniform and, if they wish, do something with their
hairor wear something ‘crazy’ on their head! The best hair or headwear will win a small prize! The children in
Year 2 are asking families to donate what they can for this event to support the Children in Need charity.

School photos

This Wednesday, the children had their school photos taken. As soon as we have further information about when
parents can purchase these photos, we will share it with families. It is our hope that this information will be
shared with parents next week.

Minister visit

This week, we were visited by the school’s minister Georgia Gould. The focus of the visit was to see the fantastic
work our team do to ensure all children have the best chance to achieve and thrive at our school. During the visit,
the minister spoke with staff and children to find out how we work to provide the support that is needed. The
minister was also joined by Jen Craft - Thurrock’s MP. Before leaving, both met with me to discuss just how
impressed they were with the work we do here at West Thurrock and more importantly how amazing our children
are. | look forward to working closely with both MPs in the future to continue our collective goal of supporting our
community.

Applying for a Primary School place for September 2026

If your child was born between 1st September 2021 and 31st August 2022, you must apply for a primary school
place for September 2026. The application period is now open and will run until 15th January 2026. If you
require any support with the application process, please do not hesitate to call Mrs Pitcher who will be happy to
offer any advice needed. Further information about the application process can be found below:

https://www.thurrock.gov.uk/primary-school-admissions/applying-for-primary-school-place
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